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Short description of the Israeli health care system
Shuli Brammli-Greenberg, PhD, Myers-JDC Brookdale Institute, School of Public Health, Haifa University
(our contact person in Israel).
Since 1995, Israel has had a National Health Insurance (NHI) system that provides a benefits package to all citizens
and permanent residents of Israel, which the government updates each year. Compared to other OECD countries,
Israel has had low health spending in the last decade. Nevertheless, health outcomes have improved and public
satisfaction from health plans has remained high. Every year the government determines the level of funding for
NHI, which is financed predominantly from public sources. However, the share of public financing declined to
61% of the total health expenditure, way below the OECD average of 72%. Accordingly, the share of private
financing increased to 39%, which is one of the highest rates among OECD countries. Four competing, non-profit
health plans (HPs) are responsible for providing their members with the NHI package and ensuring reasonable
accessibility and availability of services. They provide care in the community and procure hospital services. There
are four HPs; two of them, Clalit and Maccabi, cover almost 80% of Israel‘s residents. The four HPs are third-party
payers that manage the utilization and costs of healthcare services through mechanisms that affect the behavior
of both provider and consumer, taking into account three key organizational objectives: cost containment, quality
improvement, and equity promotion. In 2014, the rate of acute care beds per 1,000 populations in Israel was
lower than the OECD average (1.9 compared to 3.3). Both HPs Clalit and Maccabi own general hospitals: Clalit
owns eight general non-profit hospitals (30% of acute care beds) whereas Maccabi owns five for-profit hospitals
(about 3% of acute care beds). In addition to its regulatory, planning and policymaking roles, the Israel‘s Ministry
of Health (MoH) owns and operates about half of the nation‘s acute care hospital beds. Approximately 80% of
the revenue of all 45 public general hospitals in Israel comes from the HPs‘ payments for services. The voluntary
health insurance (VHI) market in Israel offers two products: supplemental insurance (SI) provided by the HPs and
commercial insurance (CI) provided by for-profit commercial insurance companies. The Israeli VHI market is larger
than that of most OECD countries: in 2016, 84% of the adult population had SI and 57% had CI. Furthermore,
there is dual coverage most of those who own CI also own SI.

Programme | Hotel
Sunday, 15 October: 09:45a.m. Departure from Zürich with flight SWISS A330 (group flight) | Arrival at Tel Aviv,
2:35p.m. | Accomodation: Dan Tel Aviv Hotel*****, room with sea-view | Wednesday, 18 October: 4:05p.m.
Departure from Tel Aviv with SWISS | Arrival at Zürich, 7:15p.m.

Study Trip Programme
A total of 6 study half-days are planned (Introduction into the health system, visits of hospitals, insurance
companies and the industry). The detailled programme will be ready by mid-June. ECPM-Credits: 3 ECTS.
If you so desire, you may extend your stay. Kindly contact Lehmann Reisen AG.

Professional Leadership
Prof. Dr. Thomas D. Szucs, MD, Director, ECPM/University of Basel.

Participants
The study trip is intended for all experts working in public healthcare services. Minimum number of participants:
14 persons.

Study Trip Fees
CHF 3,280 including flight, hotel (double room for individual use) with breakfast, study programme. We reserve
the right to change the programme and/or the prices anytime.

Pre-registration
Please register preliminarily by e-mail to info@sagg-sahe.ch and mention your first name, last name and all titles,
company/institution, street, post code and place name, telefone number and e-mail adress. Registration deadline:
19 June 2017.

Realisation | Contact
Lic. iur. Max Künzi, MM | SAGG/SAHE | c/o Künzi Beratungen | Schachenstrasse 21 | Postfach 201 | 4702 Oensingen
Phone 062 396 10 49 | Fax 062 396 24 10 | max.kuenzi@sagg-sahe.ch | www.sagg-sahe.ch | Trip organisation:
Lehmann Reisen AG | von Werdt-Passage 5 | 3001 Bern | Contact person: Denise Feldmann | Phone 031 328 28 18
grpmice@carlsonwagonlit.ch

